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REF: V190790  

DATE: 27 October 2020  

 

Planning Panels Victoria  

1 Spring Street   

Melbourne VIC 3000  

Attention: Mr. Tim Hellsten (Panel Chair)  

  

Dear Sir,  

RE: AMENDMENT C243 TO THE HUME PLANNING SCHEME – PANEL HEARING   

We refer to the Planning Panels Victoria direction for an infrastructure costings and bridge 
design/economic and infrastructure contributions conclave to be convened as part of the 
Amendment Hearing.  The experts have completed the meeting as directed by the Panel with a 
summary of the meeting details provided in the following table. 

 

Date / Time  16 October 2020 from 10am to 12pm 
Attendees: Justin Ganly - Deep End Services (JG); Lance Weatherell -  WT 

Partnership (LW); Rob Howard - Hatch (RH); Mark Fleming - Beveridge 
Williams (MF); Matt Ainsaar - Urban Enterprise (MA); Stephen Watters 
- SMEC (SW); Jason Black - Insight Planning (JB); Mark Breuer - Spiire 
(MB); Mark Whalen - GHD (MW) 

 

Item Description Discussion 
1.1 Preliminaries Attendees noted there were 2 different but allied 

topics, infrastructure costings and bridge design, and 
economic and infrastructure contributions and they  
break up into 2 separate Teams meetings, allowing an 
agreed amount of time and reconvene. Two separate 
summaries would be produced and signed and 
combined in this summary. 

ITEM OUTCOME NOTED 
1.2 Participants The meeting for economic and infrastructure 

contributions was attended by JG, MA and JB. 
The meeting for infrastructure costings and bridge 
design was attended by LW, RH, MF, SW, MB and 
MW. 

ITEM OUTCOME NOTED 
2 Key Issues It was noted that the supplementary levy was 

substantially higher than other ICPs, and the key 
reason for the high cost was primarily related to the 
two bridges crossing Jacksons Creek and approach 
roads.  The key ICP projects discussed were: 
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Item Description Discussion 
Northern Bridge Design and Costings (LD-BR-01) and 
the approach roads 
Southern Bridge Design and Costings (SS-BR-01) and 
the approach roads 
Intersections LR-IN-01 and LR-IN-02 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
3.1 Bridge LD-BR-01 It was noted that the current 490 metre span steel 

bridge is a very expensive option. The rates adopted 
were generally agreed upon except for the rock 
earthworks rate which would be further investigated 
by all parties, who would report back. Upon review, a 
rate of $55.00 per cubic metre for excavation in rock 
and disposal was adopted 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
3.2  MW noted the current design was produced following 

instruction by the VPA and sought to minimise 
disturbance to the creek and surrounding areas. 

ITEM OUTCOME NOTED 
3.3  A super T structure over 490 metres using 35 metre 

spans would be a significantly cheaper structure but 
would require further piles in the Creek valley. 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
3.4  Having reviewed the ICP cost estimate for LR-BR-01, 

MB discussed two alternative bridge alignments that 
could be considered (Options A & B as per MB’s 
expert report). 
It was agreed that cheaper options for a northern 
bridge crossing were feasible. 
MW felt that the Spiire option A solution intruded 
slightly into the 100 flood extent, and all agreed that 
this could be rectified during detailed design. 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
3.5  MB pointed out that the current ICP road gradeline on 

the west side of the creek was 19m above the natural 
terrain, and that this would not work in relation to the 
permitted subdivisional works at this point.  It was 
discussed that the gradeline would need to be 
lowered to the natural terrain at that point. 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
3.6  The Spiire option A solution longitudinal grade on the 

eastern escarpment would likely require a climbing 
lane to be included. The ICP currently includes a 
climbing lane. 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
4.1 Bridge SS-BR-01 The bridge would be constructed by a gantry at deck 

level as the valley is steep. The costs of this solution 
are included in the cost estimates 

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
4.2  MB presented two alternative bridge vertical 

alignments that resulted in shorter bridge deck (240m 
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Item Description Discussion 
length bridge compared to the ICP design of 315m 
length) which would result in less expensive 
construction.  It was agreed that the shorter bridge 
lengths were feasible. 
ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 

4.3  The alignment for the Spiire option B will enable some 
additional land to be released for subdivision. Due to 
the difference in height between proposed super T’s 
and central steel girder, a panel should be added to 
the super T’s to provide a continuous profile or if 
feasible revert back to a 100% super T structure.  

ITEM OUTCOME: All Agreed 
5.1 LR-IN-01 and LR-IN-02 The allowance for service relocations shown in the 

SMEC estimates should be included 
ITEM OUTCOME: SW, MW Agreed. Other attendees 

not involved 
5.2  In LR-IN-01 a transition back to the existing road 

should be included. Additional kerbing required by 
DoT should be included. ITEM OUTCOME: SW, MW 
Agreed. Other attendees not involved 

5.3  SW questioned the pavement composition 
assumption relating to the ICP cost estimates.  While 
pavement compositions and traffic loadings may 
differ, the nett effect on the pavement costs is 
thought to be similar, however the earthworks 
quantities should be reviewed to allow for a deeper 
pavement. 

ITEM OUTCOME: SW, MW Agreed. Other attendees 
not involved 

 
5.4  The extent and financing of culverts crossing the road 

downstream of the MWC retarding basin in LR-IN-01 
should be confirmed with MWC to determine whether 
it is included in a drainage scheme.  If not included in 
the drainage scheme, the ICP cost estimate would 
need to cover the cost of these culverts crossing 
Lancefield Road and the eastern leg of the 
intersection. 

ITEM OUTCOME: All agreed 
5.5  The extent of Kerb & Channel and concrete paths was 

questioned by SW, as was other miscellaneous items 
such as dam filling.  The differences between 
estimates was attributed to a higher level of detail 
being available in the SMEC estimates. It was 
proposed that SW and MW reconvene with their 
designers to confirm the scope of work for LR-IN-01 
and LR-IN-02 and the cost outcomes. 

 ITEM OUTCOME: SW, MW Agreed. Other attendees 
not involved  
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Item Description Discussion 
   

Signed Rob Howard 

 

 Mark Breuer 

 
 Mark Fleming 

 
 Stephen Watters 

 

 Lance Weatherell 

 

 Mark Whalen 
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