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To whom it concerns, 
 
Re: Shepparton South-east draft precinct structure plan 
 

Thank-you for the opportunity to comment on the draft precinct structure plan. 
 
At a high level, our group is deeply concerned by the continuing expansion of Shepparton’s 
residential footprint into new greenfield sites.  We consider that this ongoing urban expansion: 

• reduces the availability of productive agricultural land; 

• jepardises Shepparton’s claims to be one of Australia’s ‘foodbowl regions, as it continues 
to sacrifice farming land for residential and industrial purposes; 

• will result in increased carbon emissions because of the loss of greenfield space and the 
need for new residents to drive everywhere; 

• reduces the liveability of Shepparton as the city expands without sufficient supporting 
infrastructure, public transport, footpaths and open space. 

 
We recommend that Council needs to set firm long-term limits to residential development within 
the local government area and develop new approaches to providing additional residential and 
living opportunities for the growing populations.  In particular, we recommend the development 
of more medium-dense residential options within already developed areas which experiences 
from overseas have shown can lead to more community-focussed and more resilient human 
communities. 
 
Our comments on the draft precinct structure plan are as follows. 
 

1. The draft plan does not include a carbon footprint assessment of the impacts of the 
planned residential development on greenhouse gas emissions, nor any 
recommendations for how those emission impacts will be offset and reduced.  Given 
Greater Shepparton City Council’s declaration of a climate emergency and its 
commitment to net zero emissions by 2030, we expect much more concrete emission-
reduction plans and targets to be included as part of this planning process. 

2. The Plan does not provide a sufficient allocation towards open space (4.8% of land area), 
given that most of the existing land area provides an open space amenity value as 
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