








 

 

the DPO is important for Barwon Water’s planning of infrastructure to service the land in an 

efficient, timely and sustainable manner. 

 

 

Water Supply and Sewerage Infrastructure 

 

From a water and sewerage infrastructure servicing perspective, the scale and isolation of the 

Avalon precinct means that infrastructure planning will require a long lead time. With this in 

mind we have invested in infrastructure upgrades upstream in our network to better facilitate 

a future water connection.  

 

To best manage the current level of uncertainty of the developable area, and consistent with 

the Negotiation Framework in Barwon Water’s New Customer Contributions Guidelines, 

developers within the GAEP will be responsible for designing, funding and delivering all 

necessary water and sewerage infrastructure to service their development within the precinct, 

including pipeline connections across to Barwon Water’s network in Lara.  In accordance with 

standard developer works practices, this infrastructure will need to be designed and delivered 

to meet Barwon Water’s standards and requirements and then vested to Barwon Water.  

Negotiated New Customer Contributions will also be applicable, consistent with ESC pricing 

principles. 

 

This approach is necessary to manage uncertainty associated with the timing, scale and feasible 

areas of the development and to ensure that Barwon Water’s existing customers are not 

exposed to risks associated with servicing of the GAEP. We also note that, due to potential 

legacy contamination issues within the GAEP, and risk of saline water ingress to sewers due to 

low elevation of the GAEP, there may be special design measures required to be implemented 

by developers to manage these risks and possible limitations on the quality and volume of 

sewage that can be received into the broader Geelong network. This will need to be considered 

in more detail as part of any future servicing strategy. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Barwon Water supports the development of Avalon, on the basis it is underpinned by the 

necessary strategies to protect the natural assets of the area and support the effective delivery 

of essential infrastructure. While we acknowledge the progress made to date, we remain aware 

that key strategic issues—particularly around drainage and integrated water management—

have not yet been resolved. 

 

We emphasise the importance of a coordinated drainage and IWM strategy to provide the 

certainty required for infrastructure planning and environmental protection. In our view, 



 

 

finalising such a strategy is a critical next step and should preferably occur prior to any further 

advancement of the DPO to give greater certainty to Barwon Water’s infrastructure planning. 

We remain committed to working collaboratively with the VPA, councils, and IWM Forum 

partners to address these challenges and support integrated, sustainable outcomes for this 

significant growth area. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Barwon Water 

 




