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Dear , 

I am writing to formally raise my significant concerns regarding the proposed Melbourne Water 
drainage design, included in Plan 6 of the Casey Fields South (employment) and Devon 
Meadows PSP, which proposes a retarding basin occupying approximately 72% of the 
Victorian State Emergency Service (VICSES) site (DM-62) at 1910 South Gippsland Highway. 
Devon Meadows.  

If the PSP is approved and implemented, without further change, this would significantly affect 
the planned VICSES facility, currently being developed on the site by the Community Safety 
Building Authority, within the Department of Justice and Community Safety (DJCS), on behalf 
of VICSES and the Victorian State Government. 

Key concerns 

• Severe site constraints: The proposed retarding basin will cover approximately 72% of
the site, making it functionally impossible to construct the planned VICSES facility. This
directly contradicts the site’s intended use.

• Significant investment at risk: VICSES purchased the land in 2023, at a cost of
$1.23m, and DJCS has undertaken due diligence testing, demolition of derelict buildings,
and undertaken Cultural Heritage extent testing – valued at $0.64m. If the drainage
works proceed as proposed, a substantial portion of this investment will be lost.

• Diminished land value: The retarding basin will drastically limit the site’s usability and
market value, resulting in a financial loss for VICSES and the Victorian Government.

• Additional costs and delays: If this site becomes unviable, DJCS, on behalf of
VICSES, will be forced to identify and acquire an alternative location, leading to
increased costs, project delays, and potential gaps in emergency response coverage.

• Community impact: The absence of a VICSES facility in the PSP will compromise
emergency response times and community safety, especially given the area’s expected
population growth. Without this facility, existing emergency services will face increased
strain, longer response times, and heightened risks to lives and property.









 
Do you mind confirming if that is indeed still the current position of DJCS/Vic SES?
 
Kind regards,
 

  |  Strategic Planner
Metropolitan Melbourne
Level 25, 35 Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000

I am working remotely and am available to connect by phone, on MS Teams or other platforms.

 

                     
The VPA acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Victoria and pay our respects to them, their Elders past and present.
My personal commitment is to plan for great places that are welcoming and inclusive of all people.

 
From: 
Sent: Thursday, 27 March 2025 8:09 AM
To: CFSE and DM <CFSEDM@vpa.vic.gov.au>
Cc: 
Genna Walkley (VPA) <Genna.Walkley@vpa.vic.gov.au>; 

Subject: re: Casey Fields South (Employment) and Devon Meadows PSP DJCS Agency Responses

 
Good morning VPA, hope everyone is feeling good.
 
re: Casey Fields South (Employment) and Devon Meadows PSP DJCS Agency Responses
 
Please note there was no interest from our agencies in relation to this PSP. Specific responses included for
your reference;

VICPOL: No interest. VicPol is not in a position in reserving land for a new police station in this area at this
moment in time.
 
CFA:  No interest. CFA has considered this PSP within its Service Delivery Planning model and at this
stage, CFA does not believe any additional capability in this PSP area is required. It is assumed , based on
known planning, that once the road infrastructure has been built, Devon Meadows and Clyde brigades will
provide adequate Service Delivery into this area.
 
FRV: No interest.
 
VICSES: No interest. VICSES have no requirement for a site in the area that this PSP is located in.
 
CSV: No interest.
 
 
Please reach out if you have any further questions.
 
 
Kind regards,
 






