








































 

 

2.3.1.7 WL08 LOCATION 

 is generally comfortable with the location of the proposed WL08. It is however requested that 

the asset is moved in a south-westerly direction towards the existing dam, as shown in Figure 6. 

2.3.1.8 WL12 LOCATION 

WL12 is not within  land, although  have been asked to comment on its location 

and suitability in agreement with the land-owner.  

It is suggested that WL12 could be moved further south to the southern side of the existing tributary 

as shown in Figure 7. This would allow a larger catchment to drain to the asset and would also 

provide alternate outfall option (to the south to combine with the WL-14 outfall). It is suggested that 

the ultimate footprint should sit on the eastern side of Bences Road.  









 

 O43: To develop sustainable water, drainage and wastewater systems that protect, conserve, 

and improve biodiversity, waterways and other natural resources and maintain or enhances 

the safety, health, and wellbeing of people and property.  

 O44: To plan for an integrated water management system that reduces reliance on reticulated 

potable water, increases the reuse of alternative water through stormwater harvesting, water 

sensitive urban design, and other measures; contributing towards a sustainable and climate 

resilient environment.  

These objectives align with ’ approach to water supply, wastewater and 

drainage system design for the Merrimu Precinct, and are supported as articulated in the PSP. 

From an IWM perspective, these objectives are supported by several requirements. These have been 

reviewed with the following positions: 

 R84: Largely accepted. It should be noted that the meeting of the stormwater targets as 

outlined in the Urban Stormwater Management Guidelines (EPA Publication 1739.1, Jun 

2021) can most likely only be met through new infrastructure types.  

 will work with the relevant authorities to design and implement reasonably 

practicable solutions to meet this requirement. 

 R86: Accepted.  see value in well formulated and rigorous IWM 

planning and have started on the development of an IWM Plan with a focus on our proposed 

Stage 1. We are across the Werribee Catchment IWM Forum Strategic Directions Statement 

and IWM Plan and will be developing Merrimu Precinct IWM Plans to align. Regarding the 

Healthy Waterways Strategy Harvesting and Infiltration Targets, we understand these align 

with the EPA Urban Stormwater Management Guidelines targets, and we are comfortable 

exploring systems to meet these targets. We also acknowledge the position of the General 

Environmental Duty and are comfortable exploring reasonably practicable measures to meet 

these ambitious targets. 

IWM exploration for the Precinct is further articulated through several Guidelines. Our position on 

these is as follows: 

 G68: Largely accepted. This guideline identifies a preference of water supply (stormwater) to 

be provided through gravity to any pre-European wetland across the precinct. Should any pre-

European wetlands be identified, we will endeavour to meet this guideline. 

 G69: Accepted. The IWM Plan, Stormwater Management Strategy and Landscape Plan will 

be developed collaboratively amongst consultants and authorities. 

 G70: Accepted. We will engage with these authorities to ensure we have the most up to date 

documentation to guide development of the IWM Plan. 

 G71: Accepted 

 G72: Accepted 

 G73: Accepted. Estimated reductions will be quantified through the IWM Plan. 

 G74: Accepted 

 G75: Accepted 

 G76: Accepted. All these options, and others, will be explored through the IWM Plan 

 recognise the importance of collaborative planning in delivering any 

IWM initiatives identified through this analysis. We have initiated engagement with Melbourne Water, 

Greater Western Water, Moorabool Shire Council and Southern Rural Water to collaboratively develop 

this IWM Plan in an effort to ensure the identification of good initiatives will lead to delivery and 

ongoing operation.  
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species occurring, but presence cannot be discounted due to the species cryptic nature and low 

detectability (AECOM 2024). 

• Section 6, item 1: current text states that additional efforts to avoid and minimise impacts to native 

vegetation should be demonstrated at the permit stage. This would only be triggered for proposals 

that seek to remove native vegetation that is flagged as ‘to be retained’ in the NVPP and require a 

permit under Clause 52.16 due to not being in accordance with the NVPP. The removal of native 

vegetation that is flagged as ‘to be removed’ in the NVPP would not need a permit under Clause 52.16, 

due to being in accordance with the NVPP.   

• Section 6, item 5a. Requirement to fence all retained native vegetation in the NVPP prior to the 

commencement of works or approved removal of native vegetation. This item is recommended to be 

amended to clarify that only retained vegetation that occurs within 15 metres of the proposed works 

is required to be fenced (i.e. native vegetation in proximity to the works, not the entire NVPP site for 

feasibility purposes).  

• Section 6, item 7a. Regarding any native vegetation that ‘appears’ after approval of the NVPP (i.e. does 

not form part of the areas identified for retention / removal in the NVPP). Any native vegetation that 

‘appears’ after approval of the NVPP and that is proposed to be removed would require assessment 

under Clause 52.16 of the planning scheme, due to the removal not being in accordance with the 

NVPP. The permit application must consider the decision guidelines of the Guidelines for the removal, 

destruction or lopping of native vegetation (DEECA 2025).  

• Section 6, item 8. Regarding surveys for Striped Legless Lizard, Tussock Skink and Fat-tailed Dunnart. 

For Striped Legless Lizard, targeted surveys may be required in some areas of habitat prior to 

disturbance to ensure compliance with the EPBC Act. Recommend reviewing the language for the 

requirement to undertake salvage and translocation. The requirement to salvage and translocate 

should be subject to consultation with DEECA and species experts, to determine feasibility. 

• Section 2 refers to a “Desktop Assessment Area”, as shown on Figure 1. Figure 1 does not show a 

desktop assessment area. The term desktop assessment area is only referred to twice in the NVPP, 

both in Section 2. It is unclear what this refers to. 

• EPBC Act implications: the NVPP over-reaches due to discussion and recommendations relating to 

nationally significant matters. The NVPP should focus on native vegetation matters relevant to State 

based legislation. We recommend that the brief paragraph highlighting potential EPBC Act approval 

obligations (Section 1.1.1) is sufficient to address EPBC Act matters, with the remainder of the NVPP 

focussed on the NVPP objectives. 

3 Offset Obligations relevant to  Land 

An estimate of the native vegetation offset requirements that would be generated based on the native 

vegetation clearing within  land as per the proposed NVPP are:  

• 1.589 Species Habitat Units (SHUs) for Victorian Grassland Earless Dragon (VGED); 

• 2.603 SHUs for Small Golden Moths; 

• 3.096 SHUs of Fragrant Saltbush; 
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this deficit, ensure that  are able demonstrate that their offset obligations can be fully achieved, and 

demonstrate further retention of ecological values at the local scale.  

In this context, it is our opinion that the NVPP should be applied to the  land, given the demonstrated 

ability of  to meet their offset obligations in accordance with the Merrimu NVPP. 

 

Kind Regards, 
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