


 

The absence of a technical assessments that has been peer reviewed by the relevant regulatory 
authorities (such as the EPA and Resource Victoria) creates a situation that allows for sensitive uses to 
be introduced to these quarry buffer areas that may cause a conflict of use. 

 approach to any sensitive receptors to be introduced into these quarry buffer areas is that they 
must be subject to the same approach and assessments that l (or the other quarry operators) are 
required to carry out to expand our operations through a work plan variation (WPV) process which 
includes: 

• Preparation of technical assessments to address conflicts between the quarry and sensitive 
receptors. 

• Review and approval of the application by Resource Victoria (RV)1. 

• Technical assessments reviewed by referral authorities, including the EPA for noise and dust. 

We note that the above approach is consistent with the various EPA guidance material (e.g. Publication 
1949 and Supporting information for separation distance guideline and landfill buffer guideline). 

Put simply,  submission is that the same tests and process that apply to to expand a quarry 
via a WPV apply to the Developer to introduce sensitive receptors into the quarry buffer area. This is a 
logical approach given the conflict is identical (i.e. Quarry impacts on sensitive uses) no matter whether 
the quarry or the sensitive receptor is the agent of change. 

Types of assessments required 

l expects the following impacts would arise due to introduction of sensitive receptors within the 
quarry buffer area: 

• Blasting. 

• Air quality. 

• Noise. 

These technical assessments are all required for a WPV application and are reviewed by RV and EPA 
during the statutory endorsement of the work plan to ensure that all conflicts between the quarry and 
sensitive receptors are in accordance with the relevant guidelines. 

What are sensitive uses and development? 

There are two types of sensitive uses to understand: 

• Sensitive uses in relation to air quality and noise. 

• Sensitive uses in relation to blasting. 

The sensitive uses in relation to air quality and noise are set by the EPA guidance material. These uses 
all need to be included in the UGZ requiring assessment if located within the quarry buffer area. 

The sensitive uses in relation to blasting are nominated in the Australian Standard, Explosives—Storage 
and use Part 2: Use of explosives. As blasting is an activity that can cause impact beyond the boundary 
of the Quarry, it is important to note that it applies to both uses and development (e.g. pipelines, 

 

1 Resource Victoria is referred to in the Victorian Planning Scheme as the “Secretary to the Department administering the Mineral Resources 

(Sustainable Development) Act 1990”. 








